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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-13, 20-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Gahang et al [US 5,548,634]. 

Regarding claim 1 , Gahang et al teach an apparatus capable of providing an 
alphanumeric dialing service shown in Fig. 5; the apparatus comprising: 

a database (8) including a table of stored alphanumeric speed dialing codes and 
stored phone numbers [Table 1; Figs. 4A, 4B]; and 

a controller (4) , coupled to the database, capable of receiving an alphanumeric 
speed dialing code from a calling party and further capable of comparing the received 
alphanumeric speed dialing code to the stored alphanumeric speed dialing codes and if 
there is a match then enabling a connection between the calling party and a called party 
at the stored phone number associated with the received alphanumeric speed dialing 
code [Figs. 1-6; col. 4, line 58 to col. 5, line 67; col. 6, line 50 to col. 7, line 13; col. 7, 
line 14 to col. 14, line 60]. It may be noted that "matching" is inherent in a speed dialing 
telephone. For example, Johnson shows matching the speed dial setting and the user 
phone number [Figs. 7B, 7C; col. 14, lines 18-40; col. 12, line 57 to col. 13, line 47], 
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Claims 20 and 29 are essentially similar to claim 1 and are rejected for the 
reasons stated above . 

Regarding claim 30, the limitations are shown above. 

Regarding claim 2, Gahang et al further teach the apparatus wherein each stored 
alphanumeric speed dialing code is related to a name of a potential called party [Fig. 
4B; col. 8, lines 52-65]. 

Claims 25 and 31 are essentially similar to claim 2 and are rejected for the 
reasons stated above. 

Regarding claim 3, Gahang et al further teach the apparatus wherein the 
received alphanumeric speed dialing code includes at least one letter which is related to 
a name of the called party [Fig. 4B; col. 8, lines 52-65]. 

Claim 23 is essentially similar to claim 3 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 

Regarding claims 4-7, 12-13, 24, 26, the limitations are shown above. 
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Regarding claims 8-1 1 , 27-28, 33, Gahang et al further teach the apparatus 
wherein the apparatus is a telephone, switch, home location register or a service control 
point [col. 9, lines 8-20; Abstract]. 

Regarding claim 21 , Gahang et al further teach the method wherein the 
alphanumeric speed dialing service can automatically update the phone numbers of the 
potential called parties [Figs. 1 , 3; col. 7, lines 29-39]. 

Regarding claims 22 and 32, Gahang et al teach the method wherein the step 
of providing the alphanumeric speed dialing service with an alphanumeric speed dialing 
code further includes the step providing a feature access code along with the 
alphanumeric speed dialing code to initiate the alphanumeric speed dialing service 
[Figs. 4A, 4B; col. 8, lines 41-65]. 

3. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by any one of 
(i) Mitsubishi [Mobile Phone News, V15, N12, March 24, 1997], (ii) Ericsson [HFN The 
Weekly Newspaper for the Home Furnishing Network, V70, No. 43, P 101(2), Oct. 21, 
1996], (iii) SANYO [News Release, P. 1, Jan. 9, 1992] or (iv) CLARION [Cellular 
Business (CBS); April 1992, p. 78; ISSN: 0741-6520]. 



As per claim 14: 
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Mitsubishi discloses new product, the AH-350,a method for enabling a calling 
party to use an alphanumeric speed dialing service having 99 alphanumeric speed dial 
memory locations (User Manual Enclosed), the method comprising the steps of: 
providing the alphanumeric speed dialing service with a plurality of alphanumeric speed 
dialing codes and a plurality of phone numbers which are associated with potential 
called parties; and providing the alphanumeric speed dialing service with an 
alphanumeric speed dialing code instead of a phone number of one of the potential 
called parties that the calling party would like the alphanumeric speed dialing service to 
enable a connection therewith. 

Ericsson teaches a method for enabling a calling party to use an alphanumeric 
speed dialing service having 99 alphanumeric speed dial memory locations, 10- 
character alphanumeric name tags and one-touch speed dial locations, the method 
comprising the steps of: providing the alphanumeric speed dialing service with a 
plurality of alphanumeric speed dialing codes and a plurality of phone numbers which 
are associated with potential called parties; and providing the alphanumeric speed 
dialing service with an alphanumeric speed dialing code instead of a phone number of 
✓ one of the potential called parties that the calling party would like the alphanumeric 
speed dialing service to enable a connection therewith. 

SANYO teaches a method for enabling a calling party to use an alphanumeric 
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speed dialing service having 100 speed dial memory locations and alphanumeric code, 
the method comprising the steps of: providing the alphanumeric speed dialing service 
with a plurality of alphanumeric speed dialing codes and a plurality of phone numbers 
which are associated with potential called parties; and providing the alphanumeric 
speed dialing service with an alphanumeric speed dialing code instead of a phone 
number of one of the potential called parties that the calling party would like the 
alphanumeric speed dialing service to enable a connection therewith. 

CLARION teaches a method for enabling a calling party to use an alphanumeric 
speed dialing service having 100 speed dial memories, alphanumeric speed dialing and 
hands-free operation, the method comprising the steps of: providing the alphanumeric 
speed dialing service with a plurality of alphanumeric speed dialing codes and a plurality 
of phone numbers which are associated with potential called parties; and providing the 
alphanumeric speed dialing service with an alphanumeric speed dialing code instead of 
a phone number of one of the potential called parties that the calling party would like the 
alphanumeric speed dialing service to enable a connection therewith. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ericsson as applied to claim 14 above, and further in view of Gahang et al [US 
5,548,634]. 

Regarding claim 15, Ericsson does not provide details about generating a list of 
the phone numbers of the potential called parties and selecting the alphanumeric speed 
dialing codes. 

Gahang et al teach a method for providing alphanumeric dialing service, 
comprising the steps: 

generating a list of the phone numbers of the potential called parties that are to 
be associated with alphanumeric speed dialing codes; 
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selecting the alphanumeric speed dialing codes that are descriptive of the 
potential called parties; and 

forwarding the phone numbers and the alphanumeric speed dialing codes of the 
potential called parties to the alphanumeric speed dialing service [Figs. 1-6; col. 4, line 
58 to col. 5, line 67; col. 6, line 50 to col. 7, line 13; col. 7, line 14 to col. 14, line 60]. 

Regarding claim 1 6, Gahang et al teach the method wherein the step 
of providing the alphanumeric speed dialing service with an alphanumeric speed dialing 
code further includes the step providing a feature access code along with the 
alphanumeric speed dialing code to initiate the alphanumeric speed dialing service 
[Figs. 4A, 4B; col. 8, lines 41-65]. 

Regarding claim 17, Gahang et al further teach the method wherein each stored 
alphanumeric speed dialing code is related to a name of a potential called party [Fig. 
4B; col. 8, lines 52-65]. 

Regarding claim 18, Gahang et al further teach the method wherein received 
alphanumeric speed dialing code includes at least one letter which is related to a name 
of the called party [Fig. 4B; col. 8, lines 52-65]. 
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Regarding claim 19, Gahang et al further teach the method wherein the 
alphanumeric speed dialing service can automatically update the phone numbers of the 
potential called parties [Figs. 1, 3; col. 7, lines 29-39]. 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

(i) Storn et al [US 5,722,088] teaches radiotelephones with alphanumeric speed 
dial memories [Figs. 1, 2]; and 

(ii) Coates [1978, ACM 0-8979-000-1/78/0012/0827-0833] for alphanumeric 
dialing. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramnandan Singh whose telephone number is 
(703)308-6270. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F(8:00-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Forester Isen can be reached on (703)-305-4386. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ramnandan Singh 

Examiner 
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